TEMPO
NEWSLETTER
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WORSHIP &
SPECIAL EVENTS
Details on page 3

Pastor’s note...
The season of Advent—beginning on Sunday, December 3 this year—is the church’s prayer
for God to come to us now, to bring life to a broken, dying world. As we wait, as we
anticipate God’s arrival into our lives again, we do so in hope and in faith. We trust that just
as God has been a part of our lives in the past, is a part of our lives now, God will continue
to come to us. We trust that there is no time that God has not touched. Just as Jesus, called
Emmanuel (meaning “God with us”) came to the little town of Bethlehem, Emmanuel has
come to us and keeps coming to us again and again.
Now I don’t know about you, but I need a reminder of that as often as I possibly can. A
simple Advent wreath could be that reminder for you this year. If you already have an
advent wreath, great! If not, no need to worry, I have a project for you!

Saturday | December 9

Go find five tealight candles, five mason jars, a small box, some blue paint, glue, and
something round to use as a base such as the cardboard base of a frozen pizza. Please take
these materials as a suggestion and have fun modifying it as makes sense for you!

Sunday | December 10

Then paint four of the mason jars blue, glue them onto the base, and put tea lights inside
the jars. Place the box in the center of the piece and put the Advent Centerpiece Wreath
that you’ve just created, in the center of your dining room table.

Men’s Group Breakfast for
everyone

Children & Youth Christmas play

Sunday | December 17
Holy Trinity Choir cantata

Tuesday | December 21
Honey Tree Early Childhood
Center Christmas programs

Sunday | December 24
Christmas Eve morning
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday | December 24
Christmas Eve night

Monday | December 25
Christmas morning

Sunday | December 31
New Year’s Eve morning
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE

See page 3 for event
times and details

At whatever meal you have a group of people assembled together, do the following:
• Between November 28 and December 3, light one tealight and ask, “What has made me
hopeful about the future this week?” Discuss the question
and write down or draw what you all come up with
and put it into the box.
• Between December 4 and 10, light two
tealights and ask, “Where have I found
peace this week?” Discuss the
question and write down or draw
what you all come up with
and put it into the box.
• Between December 11 and
17 light three tealights and
ask, “What has given me
joy this week?” Discuss the
question and write down or
draw what you all come up
Pastor’s note is continued
on page 11, column 3

Newsletter
Submission
Deadlines
TEMPO NEWSLETTER

Tempo Newsletter is a monthly
publication with articles and
information provided by the staff and
members of Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church. It is distributed to HTLC
member households via US mail–black
and white photocopy–and posted on
the church website htlcto.org in full
color. Carefully read the submissions
requirements listed below before
providing information for publication.
Contact Lynn Youngren, 805 990-3006,
8 AM–6 PM or text anytime,
youngrenpro@gmail.com, if you have
any questions, comments, or need
assistance.

Submission requirements

+ Articles and information should be
received by 11 AM on or before the
deadlines listed below
+ Email article(s) to
youngrenpro@gmail.com
+ Expect a reply that your email was
received
+ ONE article per email send only
+ Each email subject line should
contain “HTLC” and a descriptive
word about its specific content
+ Check spelling, especially of names,
and check the accuracy of the
information provided
+ Send final versions of articles only
+ Please indicate if your article is
associated with a particular ministry
at HTLC
+ Late submissions may be held until
the following month’s publication

Deadlines for 2017-2018

Newsletter deadlines are usually the
THIRD TUESDAY of each month
no later than 11 AM.
December 12 for the January issue
Note this is the second Tuesday of the
month and not the third
January 16 for the February issue
February 20 for the March issue
March 20 for the April issue
April 17 for the May issue
May 15 for the June issue
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CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS
Carol Mack | Church Council President

My intention with this column has
always been to keep you updated
on the latest news from the Church
Council. However, with the Council
meetings moving to Tuesday evenings,
the deadline for the Tempo Newsletter
comes before the meeting. Therefore,
the news is about a month late. That
said, your Church Council has been
busy lately. As you know, we adopted
the new mission statement and church
logo and have begun using them in
church communications. Last month,
we approved new LED lighting for the
sanctuary, which will provide more
efficient and cooler lighting for a longer
period of time. Funding for the lighting
will come from unused sanctuary
repair funds.
We are also moving ahead with the
renovations and repairs that have
been authorized. Unfortunately,
the upgrades to our infrastructure,
including water, sewer, and plumbing
lines, will be more expensive than
anticipated, primarily due to the
age of the campus, but we will keep
you informed in upcoming budget
discussions.
Another task we are undertaking this
year is Reforming for the Future. As
we near the end of the calendar year,
we will be planning for the next three
years and will attempt to answer
questions such as the following. What
do we want for our church over the
next few years? What will our campus

look like? What missions will we
support and how will they align with
our overall mission? What do we need
to move forward, and how can we use
the resources we have?
When I was teaching nursing, I would
remind my students of the importance
of having goals for their patients for
every shift. I would say, “If you don’t
have a goal, how will you know when
you get there?” The same is true for
Holy Trinity. We need to prayerfully
consider our goals for the future,
and with input from all of you. When
we have clear goals, then we can
move forward, knowing that we are
advancing our mission.
During upcoming Council meetings,
we will also consider new ministries
and other ideas to strengthen our
faith community. As always, we will
notify you of any decisions we make.
In addition, remember that general
Council meetings are open, and you are
welcome to attend.
Please email me at president@htlc.org
if you have particular issues to bring
to the Council’s attention. I would
appreciate hearing your suggestions
for improvement rather than simply
complaints, but I will try to address
your concerns or forward them to the
appropriate persons.
Yours in Christ,
Carol Mack

WORSHIP & SPECIAL
EVENTS
Saturday | December 9
8:00 AM Fireside Room
Annual Men’s Group Advent Breakfast for
the HTLC Congregation
Sunday | December 10
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM sanctuary
Children and Youth Christmas play
“Christmas Morning Live!”
directed by Dr. Michael McCambridge
Sunday | December 17
8:00, 11:00 AM sanctuary
Holy Trinity Choir cantata
directed by Wyant Morton
(9:30 AM is regular informal worship)
Thursday | December 21
5:00, 6:00 PM sanctuary
Honey Tree Early Childhood Center
Annual Christmas programs
Sunday | December 24
11:00 AM sanctuary
Christmas Eve morning
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday | December 24
5:30, 8:30, 10:30 PM sanctuary
Christmas Eve night
with communion
Monday | December 25
11:00 AM sanctuary
Christmas Day morning

Note: Pastor Elizabeth plans to take six weeks of maternity leave after
the baby is born. She will then gradually come back to her 30 hours
per week during the following four weeks. - Janny Franken
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Sunday | December 31
11:00 AM sanctuary
New Year’s Eve morning
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
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Children, Youth and Family Ministry
– December & beyond
Faith Explorers

Grades pre-k – 5th grade
Faith Explorers meets each Sunday
immediately following the children’s
sermon during the 9:30 AM worship
service. Kids pre-k through 5th grade
are welcome to participate each
Sunday!

Monthly family activity
for all ages
Every month we host a specifically
family friendly event that allows people
of all ages to get to know each other in
a faith setting. All activities, at least for
now, will take place once a month on a
Sunday afternoon usually at 4:30 PM.  

December’s event

Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 17, 4:00 PM

Each Sunday the children in Faith
Explorers collect an offering as a
part of the opening time. From now
through Christmas, the children have
set the challenge of being able to
buy a goat through the ELCA’s World
Hunger program called God's Global
Barnyard. The goat we purchase will
be given to a family in need across
the world. Each goat is $50. As of
Sunday, November 12, the children
have collected $150, enough to buy
three goats, and are working on the
fourth!
Goats are one of the favorites when
it comes to sustainable development.
Why? Because goats can go where
others can’t; surviving in some of
the world’s harshest environments
—rocky terrain, drought-prone
areas, small plots of land—you name
it! Fresh milk from a goat provides
daily nutrition for children and
their families, and their offspring
can rapidly transform a community
when offspring are shared with other
families in need.

You and your family are invited to join
us in spreading a bit of the Christmas
cheer. We will gather at the church at
4:00 PM before heading out to carol at
a few selected locations. All ages are
welcome to attend.

2017 Christmas play
rehearsals continue
All children and youth are invited to
participate in this year’s Christmas play.
Rehearsals follow the 9:30 AM worship
service for one hour unless otherwise
noted.

Rehearsals

Sunday, December 3
Saturday, December 9
9:00-11:30 AM – Dress rehearsal

Performances

Sunday, December 10
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM worship services

Note: Faith Explorers will not meet
on December 24 or 31. Meetings will
resume on January 7.

If you have any questions regarding the Children, Youth and Family Ministry
Contact Pastor Elizabeth Nees in the church office
805 491-1234
PAGE 4

Middle School Confirmation

HTLC Youth Group

High School Christmas
overnighter at the beach!

Confirmation at HTLC is a three year
program designed to engage young
people in the basics of the Lutheran
Christian faith in a supportive
environment that launches them into
a lifelong faith journey. This year the
confirmation students are exploring
the Bible. Confirmation meets every
Wednesday evening from 6:30-8:00 PM
in the Fireside Room.

The HTLC Youth Group meets on
rotating Sunday and Monday evenings.
We will meet on the first, third, and
fifth Mondays and the second and
fourth Sundays from 7:00–8:30 PM in
the Youth Room.

School is out! Come and enjoy an
overnighter with other Lutheran high
school students from Ventura County
and Huntington Beach. Beginning in
the early evening and going through
the next morning, we will fill our time
together with fun activities, food, a gift
exchange, and worship on the beach.

Typically grades 6th–8th

Confirmation class schedule

December 6 – Parent Night
Lesson #8 The Psalms
December 13 – Student Night
Lesson #9 Wisdom
Literature

Grades 9th–12th

Youth Group December schedule

Monday, December 4
Sunday, December 10
Monday, December 18
No meeting December 24 or January 3
Monday, January 8

When: December 22-23
Where: Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection, Huntington Beach, CA
Cost: TBD (approximately $40)

High School Youth Group

December 20 – Student Night
Lesson #10 Voice of the Every fourth Sunday of the month, the High School Youth Group
makes dinner together. October was Make Your Own Pizza Night
		Prophets
along with games after dinner.
December 27 – Christmas break
Photograhs by Pastor Elizabeth
		 no class this week

Confirmation’s October
fellowship night

Pizza
Night
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God loves a cheerful giver..

WOMEN’S CIRCLES
Mary-Martha
“Joy to the World!” is the subject of
our Mary Martha Bible Study Circle’s
December meeting. And can’t we all use
a bit more of that! Join us on Thursday,
December 14 in the Fireside Room
when Shirlee Stone and Janet Witt will
host us for refreshments at 9:30 AM,
and Connie Brooks will lead us in an
Advent Bible study to help us focus on
the joy of Christ’s birth, as we anticipate
the Holy Day of Christmas. All women
of Holy Trinity and your friends are
welcome. Please join us!
—IlaJean Kragthorpe

and so I think that sometimes God must get the giggles over the joy our Holy
Trinity family gets in giving to others. No doubt you’ve already learned of the Faith
Explorers’ (children aged 4-5th grade) goal of giving enough in offering to purchase
a goat through the ELCA’s Global Barnyard program, by Christmas. And you’ve
probably also learned that they’ll be giving 3 or maybe even 4 goats by that time!
So many have joined the party! Then there is our Angel Tree in the narthex, the
offerings to ELCA Disaster Fund from Ruth and Mary-Martha circles, the homeless
shelter with so much help needed to wash bedding and feed cold, hungry people.
There is the Fair-Trade table with an array of “givings” and the Humankind Gift Fair
which makes our giving gifts to our personal loved ones multiply in the gifts we gift
to workers around the globe. I beg forgiveness if I have left your particular giving
out—but there are so many ways you give, pleading ignorance on my part should be
no surprise.
And once again the Good Gifts Catalog has come! Exciting ways to “fill that
stocking” of someone you love with a goat, a sheep, some fish in a pond, some
baby chicks, even tools and seeds, or young fruit trees. What a delight to give or to
receive any of these gifts to be sent to somewhere else on this needy planet. Check
out the new catalog in the church office, photocopy a page and giving form, and
delight your loved ones with a surprising, ongoing, delightful gift this Christmas.
Would those be giggles emanating from that manger. . .?
—IlaJean Kragthorpe

Ruth Circle will meet Monday,

December 11 at 7:00 PM for our annual
Christmas gathering at the Scandinavian
Center on the campus of California
Lutheran University. Please bring a
plate of cookies to share and join us for
this Advent|Christmas Bible study and
fellowship.
—Dixie Hanson

Acolyte training with
Pastor Elizabeth
Left to right: Lilly Chang, Vera
Bezemer, Pastor Elizabeth Nees
Photographs by Janny Franken

If

it rings, dings,
beeps, chirps,
squeals, chimes
or makes any other
electronic notification
sound, PLEASE SILENCE IT
before entering the sanctuary for
worship each Sunday
morning. Your
fellow worshippers
thank you for your
consideration.
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Spiritual Growth adult forums
Sundays | 9:30 AM | Fireside Room

November 26: “Humans in Space” led by Dr. Katie Mack, theoretical astrophysicist,
and daughter of Carol and Joe Mack
Traveling to Mars, and potentially further, is a goal actively pursued by space
agencies and private companies, but what would it really take? What are the
challenges, and who should go? Dr. Katie Mack will talk about some of the
difficulties of long-term space travel and what problems humanity needs to solve in
order to successfully travel to, land on, and live on Mars.
December 3: “Sinterklaas” led by Janny Franken and family                                                               
We celebrate ‘Sinterklaas’ (St. Nicholas) in The Netherlands. It is a separate holiday
from Christmas and happens on December 5. We love to share this tradition
with you, since it is from our culture and homeland, and will also discuss some
controversy.
December 10: “Christmas Carols with Jim and Susie” led by Jim and Susie Wilbur

Advent breakfast
The Annual Men’s Group Advent
Breakfast for the HTLC congregation
is on Saturday, December 9 at 8:00
AM in the Fireside Room. EVERYONE is
welcome to enjoy breakfast, fellowship,
and Christmas hymn singing.
RSVP to the church office, please, if you
can join us! A free will offering will be
collected.
Please contact Fred Lindberg if you have
any questions or wish to volunteer to
help. Fred can be reached at 805-3386456, FredLndbrg@yahoo.com.

Come sing with us. Hear some not so familiar Carols and sing some very familiar
ones.
December 17: Rick Steves’ “ European Christmas”
In this video travel with Rick Steves across Europe ranging from Greece to England,
Andalasia to Norway, and the Swiss Alps to the Vatican, to see how Christmas is
celebrated in homes, villages, and churches.
—Dixie Hanson

Advent Calendars

Community Outreach & Advocacy Ministry (COAM)
is happy to announce that we are able to make
available Advent Calendars for everyone. These
calendars are provided by ELCA World Hunger and
each day when you open a window you will be able to read a verse, prayer, hymn
or something about ELCA Good Gifts. Advent is a time to give thanks for the many
ways the church helps turn the world around year after year, participating in God's
transformation in communities near and far.
There are tables spread, every mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn...
Please pick up your Advent Calendar beginning November 19 on your way into
church. Feel free to take one for a neighbor to share the blessings of Advent.
Sheri Groenveld
COAM

For Sunday
service bulletins and
Connections email
Do you have an announcement
or weekly update for the
church service bulletin?
Please submit it to
churchoffice@htlcto.org
by Wednesday at noon
or before.
—Jennifer Loughry
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Faith Activity Bags

The month of December is always
a time of great excitement for
the children at Honey Tree as we
prepare for Christmas. Candy canes,
gingerbread men, Christmas trees and
angels will all be a part of our stories,
songs, and art projects.
Most importantly, the children will
learn about the true meaning of
Christmas, the birth of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Pastor Erik will have a
special Advent Chapel Time with the
children.

Local author William Thach, will visit
Honey Tree on Friday, December 8, to
read his book to the children, The Girl
who Saved Christmas.
Our children’s Christmas program
will be Thursday, December 21.
The program will be split into two
different performances; one starting
at 5:00 PM and the other at 6:00
PM. This program is for our 4/5-yearolds as well as the TK/Kindergarten
classes. They will sing a few of our
favorite Christmas songs in the church
sanctuary. After the program, our
Honey Tree families are invited for
cookies and hot chocolate in the
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! Our
3-year-olds will celebrate with a party
during regular class time.
Honey Tree will break for the holidays
beginning Friday, December 22 and
resume classes starting on Monday,
January 8, 2018.
Sherri Schuler
Director

Attention parents and grandparents of preschoolers through 5th graders. Check out
our Christmas themed activity bags during the month of December. Included is a
Christmas book in one bag and a Christmas CD of children’s songs in another for each
age level with suggestions for activities to do included in each bag. Other bags have
activities that encourage children to share God’s love with others, also appropriate for
the season. These bags are available to check out on the patio each Sunday morning.
We encourage you to check them out for a week and then return them so others have
a chance to use them. —Dixie Hanson

A

few weeks ago, we had the opportunity to take home the Faith Activity Bag that
had to do with Acts of Kindness. At the time, Zander our five year old, was having
trouble being kind to his 2 year old sister, Britta, at home. I found myself consistently
reacting to his negative behavior instead of emphasizing what he should be doing, and
focusing more on the positive behavior. The Acts of Kindness Faith Activity Bag came
at just the right time. Zander and I had a conversation about kindness and what it
means to be kind to others. I used some of the examples that came in the bag to help
explain it to his 5-year-old mind. I then asked him to think of different ways he could
be kind to his sister, to me, and to his dad. We brainstormed together and I filled in the
kindness tic tack toe chart with all of his ideas, some of which included “help mommy
clear the dishes from the table, help daddy do yard work, and help his sister clean up
her toys.” We displayed the kindness chart so we could remember it and refer to it on
a daily basis. Each time he was kind to someone, we crossed it out on the tic tack toe
chart. This helped me focus on the positive behavior that I wanted my son to have,
instead of harping on him to stop doing the negative behavior. It reminded Zander to
think about how he could be kind to others each day. As we embedded these acts of
kindness in our days, we found that his behavior began to change to be more consistently kind towards his sister and to both Jeff and me. I am by no means saying that
the typical brother sister feuds have halted altogether in our home, but we definitely
have more kindness all around. The Faith Activity Bag was a great jump-start towards
kindness for our family. —Karin Ninnemann

Meditation
group
MANNA Conejo Valley
Food Bank
In this season of giving let us
remember those in need in our
local community. Please bring nonperishable food, personal products,
and household products to church.
Place them in either the Lutheran
Social Services basket, the Manna
basket or both. The baskets are
located in the narthex as you enter
church sanctuary.
Thank you!
—Jeanne Balsley

From John Main’s Heart of Creation:
Christ was born at Bethlehem, and that is
a marvellous, historical fact. But it is a fact
that is completed.
It was completed in the past so that now
He must be born in our hearts. Our hearts
must be made ready for Him. There must
be room for Him in the inn of our heart.
That is all meditation is: a readying and
opening of our heart for the birth of Christ.
So if you need to get your heart ready for
Christ this Christmas, join us on Thursdays
at 4:30 PM in the room off of  narthex
at the church sanctuary entrance. Call
Miriam for details 805 493-4411.
—Miriam Nakayama
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Thinking “fairly” after the
Christmas sale with Miriam
I hope you enjoyed the Fair Trade Christmas Sale this
past month. If you still need ideas, I have a few!
 Palestinian Olive Oil for $12 a bottle. It makes a
great hostess gift and it helps Palestinian olive
growers make a living.
 An assortment of five tea bags for $1 (green, red, black and herbal tea bag
assortment)
 Chocolate bars from $0.25 to $1.50 to $2.50. From milk chocolate to the more
exotic dark chocolate with Himalayan sea salt.
We will be selling Fair Trade items even on December 24, in case you need to do last
minute Christmas shopping on Christmas Eve!
Blessed Advent to you all,
—Miriam Nakayama

Lutheran Social Services

Winter Shelter begins December 4
During the month of December, our year round meals program turns into an
overnight shelter. This is one of the most important ministries that Holy Trinity and
the city of Thousand Oaks participate in as we are feeding and sheltering those most
in need, especially in the coldest months of the year.
Our hosts for the Monday night are:
December 4
Jeanne & Dave Balsley, Karen Lindgren
Meal Provider: Amgen
December 11

Mike Lynch
Meal Provider: Agoura Bible Fellowship

December 18

Sheri & Mark Groenveld
Meal Provider: New Hope Lutheran Church

December 25

Mike Lynch
Meal Provider: Westlake Rotary

I am currently working on our morning host schedule as well as asking folks to
bring breakfast and wash sheets. Please look for the sign-up on the patio outside of
church between services and the electronic sign-up sheet in the weekly Connections
email. If you can help in any way, please let me know.
Thank you to those who have already signed up. You are a blessing.
—Sheri Groenveld
sherigroenveld@yahoo.com
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Selfie or wefie anyone?
So much happens at and around Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church. We want to
not only hear about your church life
but we want to see it, too! Consider
taking a selfie or wefie of you and
your friends and family at HTLC or
church-related activities around the
community. Send your photograph,
along with a descriptive caption and
names of those in the picture, to Lynn
Youngren, youngrenpro@gmail.com.
Make sure to put “HTLC Tempo Selfie”
in the subject line of your email,
and then watch to see if your selfie/
wefie appears in the next issue of the
Tempo Newsletter. Capture life and
share!

The
TEMPO
NEWSLETTER
can be delivered to
you via email.
Go to
HTLCTO.ORG
select “Newsletter”
from the menu
and subscribe.
Get it early,
view it in full COLOR,
and print the pages
you want.


Don’t forget to give

 I/We plan to commit to practicing our
faith through the community of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church for the year 2018

As 2017 begins to come to a close we ask that
you would remember Holy Trinity in your end
of the year giving. We also ask that you would
prayerfully consider making a pledge for the
“Behold,
I am making all things new!” Rev. 21:5
coming year of 2018. If you have not made your
pledge, there is a form included here for you to

I/We
commit
to practicing
cut out
andplan
sendto
back
to the church.
Here areour
faith
through
ofthe
Holy
some
of the
ways youthe
cancommunity
give to support
Trinity
Lutheran
ministry
of Holy
Trinity. Church for the year 2018

Here are some ways we plan to participate

Here are some ways we plan to participate

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

2018 Pledge to Participate

2018 Pledge to Participate

“Behold, I am making all things new!” Rev. 21:5

• Make a pledge to give weekly or monthly.

______________________________________

2018 Financial Commitment

• Write a check or give cash in the offering plate
on Sundays or through the mail.

• Make an electronic transfer through our Vanco
______________________________________
service or directly from your bank. We are
developing new cards that will be in the pews
so you can put them in the offering plate.

2018 Financial Commitment

 I/We plan to pledge $_______per week
or $_______per month

• Give
online
our website
using your week

I/We
planthrough
to pledge
$_______per
debit or credit card. or $_______per month

 I/We intend to give, but will not be
pledging at this time

• Give stocks. We can process this through our

I/We intend to give, but will not be
church Ameritrade account.
pledging at this time

 I/We would like information about
including Holy Trinity in our will, trust,
or as a beneficiary of our life insurance
policy

 I/We would like information about
designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Holy
including Holy Trinity in our will, trust,
Trinity.
or as a beneficiary of our life insurance
• Put
Holy Trinity in your trust and will, as a way
policy

 I/We would like to speak with a pastor

 toI/We
to speak
withfor
a pastor
your would
financiallike
planner
or attorney
options

• If you are a Thrivent member, you can

of leaving a legacy of giving to the church. Talk
on how you can do this.

Name/s _______________________________

Address _______________________________

Address
_______________________________
new welcome
booklet to find ways you can get

______________________________________

involved. Thank you to Brenda Tubbs and to Sue
______________________________________

Phone ________________________________

Phone ________________________________

Email _________________________________

Email _________________________________

Email _________________________________

Email _________________________________

Reforming for the future

Reforming for the future

Please fill in this pledge card and
return it to the church office in an envelope



Name/s _______________________________
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Give through your time and talents! See our

Bauer for their work to create this booklet.
— Pastor Erik

Please fill in this pledge card and
return it to the church office in an envelope

Giving hope this Christmas–
Gifts of Hope Park Oaks Gift Cards

Pastor’s note

an
d

continued from page 1

Holy Trinity will once again participate in two programs to help others at Christmas
time. One is for our local community by giving money to purchase gift cards for the
families that go to the Park Oaks Community Center for tutoring. Gift cards will be
purchased in increments of $25 from a local grocery store. You can also purchase a
card and bring to the table on the patio. Checks should be made payable to “Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church” with “Park Oaks Gift Cards” written on the memo line of
the check.
Another option is to help internationally through Gifts of Hope. The Gifts of Hope
campaign this year is building on the news and stories from our group who has
recently returned from visiting our sister church, Spirit of Joy, in El Salvador this
summer. The group that visited Spirit of Joy found a beautiful basketball court with
a half finished roof. This basketball court is a huge area that allows the church to
have an outdoor patio area where they hold ministries like Sunday School. We would
like to help them finish the section of the roof. We would also like to help the other
people we met in El Salvador who include Maria Trinidad who houses orphans at her
guesthouse, Casa Concordia, and help her feed the homeless at Hope House. We
also visited the Lutheran school where students need money for tuition, uniforms,
books, and supplies.
This year our Gifts of Hope program is simplified. You can pick the gift option and
the dollar amount. Your gift of hope will shine a light and help our friends in El
Salvador.

Gift options

with and put it into the box.
• Between December 18 and 24 light
all four tealights and asks, “Where
have I found love this week?” Discuss
the question and write down or draw
what you all come up with and put it
into the box.
• Then, on Christmas morning, or
Christmas Eve, or really any of the 12
days of Christmas before Epiphany on
January 6, remove the box, replace
it with the fifth mason jar and tea
light. Light all five of the candles and
read through all the hope, peace, joy,
and love accrued over the season of
Advent! All are a blessing come to
fruition in Christmas!
May the coming Christ bless you all!
—Pastor Elizabeth

_____ Help finish the roof of the outdoor area/basketball court at our sister church
Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church
_____ Provide meals for the homeless at Hope House Shelter
_____ Tuition and supplies for children at the Salvadoran Lutheran school
_____ Food & Care for Orphans at Casa Concordia
_____ Help with the ministries at our sister church
Gift Amount(s) ________________
Please look for the Gifts of Hope table on the patio at church after Thanksgiving
through December 17.  Items will also be available through the church office.
Thank you!

Honey Tree–
Box Tops for Education
You can donate without
spending an extra dime. Box
Tops for Education are printed
coupons that can be found on
numerous consumer products.
Cut them out and drop them
off in the donation box in the
narthex at church. It’s easy and
the Honey Tree Early Childhood
Center kids and teachers thank
you!

—Sheri Groenveld
Community Outreach & Advocacy Ministry

http://www.htlcto.org/
archives/2016/08/06/clip/

—Rhondi Ewing
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Welcome to Holy
Trinity celebration!
On Sunday, October 29, at our
Reformation Sunday celebration, three
of Holy Trinity’s young members,
confirmed their faith. Welcome to Maya
Rachel Goehner, Aliena “Ali” Egertson,
and Gretchen Slattum.
Also, during this very special celebration
of the Reformation, thirteen family
units were welcomed into the
fellowship of the Holy Trinity family.
New members joining by affirmation of
faith or by transfer from a former ELCA
congregation are Linette Angelastro and
sons Charles and Blake; Beverly Balfour,
Cheryl Kaufman, Helen LaMonte,
Debbie Miller, Bill and Wini Nichols,
Bette and Bob Ring.
Also welcomed into fellowship are
LaDell Stonecipher, Ron and Michelle
Taylor, son Malachi and daughter
Madeline,Yasuko Vukovitz, Georgeanna
Whistler, and Deborah Wargnier, and
Nina Wong. Deborah and Nina have
been active and part of the 9:30 AM
Praise Band. To all, we extend the
warmest of welcome.
Part of that welcome was through
the“Welcomers” of the new members:
Sheri Groenveld, Janet and Bill Witt,
Della Vivien, Shirlee and Gordon Stone,
Jan Halter, Miriam Nakayama, Mary
Imsland, Nellie Kobayashi, Rachel and
Brian Lindgren, Brenda Tubbs and Robin
Slattum.
Thanks to the Welcome Ministry, Pastor
Erik, Pastor Elizabeth, Dixie Hanson,
Dick Londgren, Brenda Tubbs, Janet
and Bill Witt and Juanita Stephenson
for preaching, teaching, reception
direction, refreshments, photography,
and planning.
—Juanita Stephenson
Welcome Ministry
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Open Mosque Day
Sabrina, Liv, and Bella Erickson share at
the Spiritual Growth Forum about their
experience at the Open Mosque Day.
Photographs by Bella Erickson

Photographs by Dick Londgren

Welcome to Holy
Trinity!

ONE WORSHIP
SERVICE

11:00 AM at HTLC
Sunday
December 24
Monday
December 25
Sunday
December 31
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DECEMBER 2017 CALENDAR
12/1/2017
7:00 PM NA Meeting  CL 1
12/2/2017
8:00 AM Altar Guild  SANC
9:00 AM Trail To First Class  CL 1
12/3/2017
7:00 AM Praise Band Practice  MR
7:30 AM Choir Rehearsal  SANC
8:00 AM Worship  SANC
Blessing of Prayer Shawls
9:30 AM Spiritual Growth Forum  FS
9:30 AM Worship & Communion  SANC
10:30 AM Pageant Rehearsal  FH
11:00 AM Worship & Communion  SANC
5:30 PM
NA Meeting  FS
12/4/2017
11:30 AM Property Committee Meeting  
LIB
5:30 PM
Meals Program  FS/FH
7:00 PM Youth Group  YR
12/5/2017
10:00 AM
2:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Bible Study  FS
Library Committee  LIB
Lectio Devina  LIB
Dixieland Jazz Group  MR
Boy Scouts  FH

12/6/2017
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  LIB
6:00 PM ACA Meeting  CL 1
6:30 PM Confirmation  FS
12/7/2017
4:30 PM Meditation  NX
7:00 PM Holy Trinity Choir  SANC
12/8/2017
7:00 PM NA Meeting  CL 1
12/9/2017
8:00 AM Altar Guild  SANC
8:00 AM Advent Breakfast  FS/FH
9:00 AM Pageant Dress Rehearsal  SANC
12/10/2017
7:00 AM Praise Band Practice  MR

8:00 AM Christmas Pageant SANC
9:30 AM Christmas Pageant SANC
11:00 AM Christmas Pageant SANC
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

NA Meeting  FS
Youth Group  YR

12/11/2017
5:30 PM
Meals Program  FS/FH
7:30 PM
Ruth Circle  OS
12/12/2017
10:00 AM Bible Study  FS
11:00 AM Tempo Newsletter submission
deadline OS
6:15 PM
Lectio Devina  LIB
7:00 PM Dixieland Jazz Group  MR
7:15 PM
CYF Meeting  LIB
7:30 PM
Boy Scouts  FH

12/13/2017
11:30 AM Preschool Chapel  SANC
12:30 PM Preschool Chapel  SANC
6:00 PM ACA Meeting  CL 1
6:30 PM Confirmation  FS
12/14/2017
9:30 AM Mary Martha Circle  FS/FH
11:30 AM Preschool Chapel  SANC
4:30 PM Meditation  NX
7:00 PM Holy Trinity Choir  SANC
12/15/2017
8:00 AM Preschool Rehearsal  FS
3:00 PM LSS Gift Drop Off  FS/FH
7:00 PM NA Meeting  CL 1
12/16/2017
8:00 AM Altar Guild  SANC
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  SANC
9:00 AM LSS Gift Pick Up  FS/FH
12/17/2017
7:15 AM Choir Rehearsal  SANC

8:00 AM Cantata SANC
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM

Praise Band Practice  MR
Spiritual Growth Forum  FS
Worship & Communion  SANC

4:30 PM
5:30 PM

Family Christmas Caroling  OS
NA Meeting  FS

11:00 AM Cantata SANC

12/18/2017
8:00 AM Preschool Rehearsal  FS
5:30 PM
Meals Program  FS/FH
7:00 PM Youth Group  YR
12/19/2017
8:00 AM Preschool Rehearsal  FS
10:15 AM Bible Study  FS
6:15 PM
Lectio Devina  LIB
7:00 PM COAM  NX
7:00 PM Holy Trinity Choir  SANC
7:00 PM Dixieland Jazz Group  MR
7:15 PM
Church Council Meeting  LIB
7:30 PM
Boy Scouts  FH
12/20/2017
8:00 AM Preschool Rehearsal  FS
8:30 AM Dorcas Quilting  FH
6:00 PM ACA Meeting  CL 1
6:30 PM Church Council Meeting  LIB
6:30 PM Confirmation  FS
12/21/2017
8:00 AM Preschool Rehearsal  FS
4:30 PM Meditation  NX
5:00 PM Honey Tree Singing  SANC
5:30 PM
Honey Tree Reception  FS/FH
7:00 PM Honey Tree Singing  SANC
7:30 PM
Honey Tree Reception  FS/FH
12/22/2017
7:00 PM NA Meeting  CL 1
12/23/2017
8:00 AM Altar Guild  SANC
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12/24/2017

11:00 AM CHRISTMAS EVE
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
SANC
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM
10:30 PM

Christmas Eve worship SANC
NA Meeting  FS
Choir Rehearsal  SANC
Christmas Eve worship SANC
Christmas Eve worship SANC

12/25/2017
Church office closed

11:00 AM CHRISTMAS DAY
SANC
5:30 PM

Meals Program  FS/FH

12/26/2017
Church office closed
6:15 PM
Lectio Devina  LIB
7:00 PM Dixieland Jazz Group  MR
12/27/2017
6:00 PM ACA Meeting  CL 1
12/28/2017
4:30 PM Meditation  NX
12/29/2017
7:00 PM NA Meeting  CL 1
12/30/2017
8:00 AM Altar Guild  SANC
12/31/2017

11:00 AM NEW YEAR’S EVE
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
SANC
5:30 PM

NA Meeting  FS

Events listed on this calendar are
provided by the church’s master calendar.
Please make sure to schedule your events
through the church office 805 492-1234,
churchoffice@htlcto.org.

LOCATION KEY
CL
- Classroom
CLU
- California Lutheran
		 University Campus
FH
- Fellowship Hall
FS
- Fireside Room
HT
- Church Campus
LL
- Logos Lounge
LIB
- Library
MR
- Music Room
NX
- Narthex
OS
- Off site location
SANC - Sanctuary
PAT
- Patio/Courtyard
YR
- Youth Room

DECEMBER 2017 WORSHIP LEADERS
WORSHIP LEADERS — Your service is important and appreciated at Holy Trinity. If you are unable to fulfill your time listed in the
schedule, please find a substitute and notify the church office at 805 492-1234 with your replacement's name.
READERS
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
  3
Janet Witt
10
Bill Witt
17
Jerry Miller
Ingrid Slattum
24 Christmas Eve MORNING, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: David Himes
  Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 5:30 PM:
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 8:30 PM: Jerry Miller
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 10:30 PM:
25 Christmas Day, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Brenda Tubbs
31 New Year’s Eve, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Joan Cressman

11:00 AM
Miriam Nakayama
Norman Hughes
Emily Erisman

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
9:30 AM
11:00 AM
  3
Roger Stephenson
Kaden Marshall
Miriam Nakayama, Emily Erisman
10
Juanita Stephenson
Norman Hughes
17
Barbara Bornt
Shirley Stone, Gordon Stone
24 Christmas Eve MORNING, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Laurie Morrow, David Himes
  Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 5:30 PM:
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 8:30 PM: Miriam Nakayama
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 10:30 PM:
25 Christmas Day, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Joan Cressman
31 New Year’s Eve, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM:
USHERS
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM
  3
Tim Artinger
Laurel Engstrom, Greg Tipton Jeanne Balsley, Joanie Balsley
10
Bruce Altrock
James Yu
Dale Adrion
17
Gary & Karen Lindgren
Brent Nelson
24 Christmas Eve MORNING, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Don Morrow, Ron Klassen
  Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 5:30 PM: Craig Rehder, Chris Erickson
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 8:30 PM: Frank & Joyce Schaible
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 10:30 PM: Kurt Hartman
25 Christmas Day, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Kurt Hartman
31 New Year’s Eve, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Roger & Juanita Stephenson
ACOLYTES
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
  3
Serena Rinehart
Kaden Marshall
10
Madelyn Lynch
17
Scarlet Mockwitz-Kubes
24 Christmas Eve MORNING, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Madelyn Lynch
  Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 5:30 PM: Caleb Thompson
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 8:30 PM:
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 10:30 PM:
25 Christmas Day, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Madelyn Lynch
31 New Year’s Eve, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM:

11:00 AM

GREETERS
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
  3
Charles Gemberling
Scarlet Mockwitz-Kubes
10
Carol Gilbert
17
Janet Bill Witt
24 Christmas Eve MORNING, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Joanie Balsley
  Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 5:30 PM:
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 8:30 PM:
   Christmas Eve EVENING worship at 10:30 PM:
25 Christmas Day, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM:
31 New Year’s Eve, ONE worship service at 11:00 AM: Dave & Jane Narramore

11:00 AM
Nelly Kobayashi
Terry Kelly
Nelly Kobayashi

ALTAR GUILD for the month of December:
Laurie Morrow, Don Morrow, Kathy Lindgren, Kameron Lindgren
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Kaden Marshall

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
1 West Avenida de Los Arboles
Thousand Oaks CA 91360-2939
805 492-1234 office

churchoffice@htlcto.org

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Thousand Oaks CA

www.htlcto.org

PERMIT NO. 73

Return service requested
Sunday worship - Please see page 3 for special Advent and Christmas season worship times
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Traditional
Informal
Traditional

Holy Communion celebrated in worship
8:00 AM
Every Sunday
9:30 AM
First & third Sundays
11:00 AM Every Sunday
Healing Service is every fifth Sunday

Education hour
9:30 AM
9:30 AM

Faith Explorers: grades pre-k – 5th
Spiritual Growth forums: adults

Nursery care available
9:30 AM

Every Sunday

DECEMBER 2017

“Christmas Morning Live!”

Christmas cookie gift plates

No-nonsense anchorwoman Starry Night settles in for
a special edition of You Witness News. She is hot on the
trail of a story—the Messiah’s birth. On-site reporters
supply some details of the events taking place in
Bethlehem.

Each year Dorcas Circle makes over 30 cookie plates for
our elderly (90+), shut-in, and ill members.

All the while, the prophet Isaiah offers unsolicited
predictions about what will happen.

You can help package the cookies by joining the
volunteers at 9:00 AM in the Fireside Room.

Please join us for the children and youth Christmas
play being presented on Sunday, December 10 at all
three worship services, 8:00, 9:30, and 11 AM for the
“Good News” of the first Christmas.
—Dr. Michael McCambridge

You can help with this project by making cookies
and bringing them to the church by the morning of
Wednesday, December 20.

We also need people to help deliver the Christmas
cookies.
Your help is the loving way to celebrate the holiday
season!
—Sally Johnson

